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which lies beyond it. It is not really, though
it is logically limited, when contrasted with its
own shadow, or with th^ space it fills or seems
to fill. The Absolute and the Infinite, as Being,
may be known directly, like our own personal
being, with a partial, but still a real knowledge.
As absolute and infinite, they cannot be com-
prehended. But still they may be apprehended
in their relation of contrast to the dependent,
imperfect, and finite. The verbal negative
represents an idea really positive, because the
limit or imperfection sefc aside is really nega-
tive, though positive in its logical form.

A great and real mystery, no doubt, remains.
But a like mystery, which transcends our
knowledge, and baffles tho prido of human
reason, attaches equally to our own conscious-
ness, and to those conceptions of matter, space,
time, substance, motion, force, which enter into
every axiom, postulate, or discovery, of physical
science. In spite of tho great mystery, which is
undeniable, in these fundamental conceptions/
men of science do not doubt ilio reality of
their own discoveries, or the mil progress
wliich Natural Philosophy has mado, almost in
all ita branches, in these lull or days. There is
just tho same reason why Christian Divines,
while they own freely tho uasearchablo mystery